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The connection between secondary and higher vocational education is the basic 
and key link of setting up the modern vocational education system with Chinese 
characteristics. Since the mid-1980s, it has been through the process of exploring, 
expanding and rapid declining. While secondary and higher vocational education has 
realized great-leap-forward development, they’ve failed in establishing solid and open 
connection in the aspects of student levels, student resources, specialty and 
curriculum. Instead, it has been stuck in a halting dilemma, from a high point to a low 
one in recent years. 
This paper analyzes three problems in the connection between secondary and 
higher vocational education in two aspects of theory and practice by using 
constructive analyzing approach on the basis of Fujian province.  The first part 
emphasizes on answering the question of “why do we have to strengthen the 
connection between secondary and higher vocational education”. First of all, different 
theories demonstrate it is the requirement of integrating vocational education system’s 
construction and function as well as integrating internal regularity and external 
flexibility. It is also the key cornerstone of establishing the bridge of life-long 
vocational education and the important approach of conforming to the vocational 
students’ intelligent features and cognitive pattern. And then from the practice point 
of view, it indicates that the main drive of strengthening the connection is the 
development pattern transformation, industrial restructuring, take a new road to 
industrialization, establish a powerful nation with human resources, talent training’s 
relative dominance and comprehensive demand to go on for further study.  
The second part of the paper focuses on answering the question of “what is the 
situation of connection between secondary and higher vocational education”. On the 
basis of summing up the history of vocational education in contemporary China, it 
reviews the past and present situation of connection between secondary and higher 
vocational education. And then it makes a constructive analysis of level, specialty and 
curriculum from external to internal aspects. It goes from the whole nation to Fujian 














of the connection.  This paper holds the view that level connection is the premise. At 
present, the education system, the basis of vocational education connection is not 
adaptable or standard so that it causes problems in students’ resources disconnection, 
layer construction incline, and level upgrading lag, etc. By analyzing specialty 
construction in secondary and higher vocational schools in Fujian province, especially 
that of 5-year-schooling programs and self-recruiting programs, it finds that specialty 
range is limited, hot specialties are always hot, there are obvious problems in 
specialty structure, industrial structure, and  employment structure. Course 
connection is the core and foundation. Through general sorting and concrete 
analyzing, it finds that there are problems like content reduplication, disjoint, 
misplacement, disproportionality, weak development, backward organization and 
assessment of standard system. 
The last part of the paper intends to answer the focus question of “where would 
the road of connection between secondary and higher vocational education go”.  
Through comparison of advanced vocational education development and successful 
experience of connection between secondary and higher vocational education in the 
US, Germany and Taiwan, it tries to obtain useful ideas and inspiration. It points out 
that connection between secondary and higher vocational educations is facing new 
chances so that we should unify thoughts and deepen the understanding, strengthen 
support in idea and system, widen the connection channel, promote entrance exam 
system reform, properly enlarge the enrollment scale, improve the effectiveness and 
flexibility of major connection, establish a smoothly-connected curriculum standard 
system, and extend the space of higher vocational education.  Only by promoting 
harmonious and sustainable development of vocational education on the basis of real 
connection between secondary and higher levels, can we set up a modern vocational 
education system with Chinese characteristics in the real sense.  
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